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Geology as an Example of the Popularization of Scientific Knowledge
during the Anti-Japanese War

ZHANG Jiuchen
( Institute for the History of Natural Sciences CAS Beijng 100190 China)

Abstract When modern geology was introduced into China Chinese geologists engaged in ed—
ucation and research. At the same time they began to popularize geological knowledge to the general
public. After the outbreak of the Anti-Japanese War there was an even greater demand in China for
scientific knowledge in all social classes and instead of being stalled by the war the popularization
of scientific knowledge boomed. Closely related to both industrial construction and the people’s daily
lives geology played a crucial role in the popularization of scientific knowledge. Taking geology as
an example this paper analyzes the contributions of scientific institutions academic organizations
and individual scientists to the popularization of scientific knowledge as well as their approaches and
motives. Through this analysis this paper offers a case study of the popularization of scientific
knowledge in geology and demonstrates its influential factors.
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