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The Discovery of the Nihewan Geological Site:
A Case Study of the Priority Conflict in Nihewan Research
between E. Licent and G. B. Barbour

CHEN Mi'** HAN Qi’
( 1. Unaversity of International Relations Beijing 100091 China;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100049  China;
3. Institute for the History of Natural Sciences CAS Betjing 100190  China)

Abstract Nihewan Formation universally acknowledged as the standard sequence of the early
Pleistocene in north China occupies a major place in Quaternary science and paleolithic research in
China. E. Licent (1876-1952) G. B. Barbour (1890-1977) and P. Teilhard de Chardin ( 1881 -
1955) were the three pioneer geologists who carried out the earliest reconnaissances and
investigations at the Nihewan geological site. As a case study based on newly found letters diaries
and some publications this essay reviews some key issues in the history of Nihewan research such
as the process of the discovery of this important site and analyses for the first time the priority con-
flict between Licent and Barbour. It examines also the role played by Father E. Vincent who provid-
ed the first information about the palaeontological site in Nihewan village.
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