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The Father of China’s Paleontology:
Amadeus W. Grabau and Department of Geology of Peking University

SUN Chengsheng
( Institute for the History of Natural Sciences CAS Beijing 100190  China)

Abstract Invited by V. K. Ting Amadeus W. Grabau ( 1870—1946) came to China from
America in 1920 and acted concurrently as professor at Peking University ( hereafter PKU) and
chief paleontologist of the Geological Survey of China. Based on Chinese and Western archives and
journals of the Republican period this essay investigates Grabau’s teaching activities and lectures at
PKU and his appointments as “Research Professor” of PKU and China Foundation for the Promotion
of Education and Culture from 1931—1946. With his outstanding contributions to paleontological
education and research in China Grabau can be called the “Father of Chinas Paleontology ”. His
role was very similar to that of Louis Agassiz in American science in the 19" century so he can also
be regarded as the “Chinese Agassiz”. In addition through his lecture series entitled “The Earth
and the Evolution of Tts Creatures” in 192021 Grabau systematically introduced the most up-to-date
paleontology including the Theory of Evolution and genetics which represented a scientific side of
the New Cultural Movement at the time.

Keywords Amadeus W. Grabau Peking University China Foundation for the Promotion of

Education and Culture geology paleontology Theory of Evolution genetics



